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1.  EXISTING  MEMORIAL  STONE 

The  memorial  stone  to  Gracie  Fields  is  currently  located  on  Molesworth  Street,  where  she  was  born.  However,   its  
locaƟon   in  an   industrial  area  and  along  the  dual   carriageway   is   inappropriate.  The  Rotary  Club   is  considering   the  
installaƟon  of  a  new  memorial  in  the  town  centre  of  Rochdale,  where  the  fooƞall  is  more  important. 



2.  LOCATION  MAP 

The  map   below   shows   the   preferred   locaƟons   for   the   installaƟon  of   a   blue   plaque   or   a   commemoraƟve   stone/
statue.  These  sites  could  also  be  linked  altogether  to  form  a  trail  dedicated  to  Gracie  Fields. 



3.  BLUE  PLAQUE 

Former  Regal  Moon  cinema 

Cost  (Leander  Architectural):  £450  /unit  including  installaƟon 
Delivery:  6  weeks 

Town  Hall 

Town  Hall  blue  plaque,  2013 

Regal  Moon  cinema,  1938 

AlternaƟve  text  proposal  (Gracie  Field’s  AppreciaƟon  Society): 

Rochdale  Town  Hall  was  the  focal  point  of  Gracie  Fields’  visits  and  civic  recepƟons,  with  her  always  performing  on  the  balcony.  
Gracie  is  a  Rochdale  born  and  internaƟonally  known  actress  and  singer.   



Site  of  the  former  Hippodrome 

2  Milkstone  Road 

AlternaƟve  text  proposal  (Gracie  Field’s  AppreciaƟon  Society): 

Gracie  Fields  played  in  The  Hippodrome  when  she  was  a  child.  She  made  one  of  her  first  professional  performances  there.    
From  when  she  did  turn  professional  in  the  early  1920s  she  always  played  the  theatre  during  her  charity  weeks  many  Ɵmes  up  
to  its  destrucƟon  by  fire  in  1956. 

AlternaƟve  text  proposal  (Gracie  Field’s  AppreciaƟon  Society):: 

Gracie  Fields  regularly  stayed  here,  on  2  Milkstone  Road,  when  visiƟng  her  family  and  friends  'Bertha  and  Ada  Schofield’  
whenever  she  returned  to  Rochdale  during  the  1920s-1950s. 



Champness  Hall 

10  Baron  Street 

AlternaƟve  text  proposal  (Gracie  Field’s  AppreciaƟon  Society): 

AŌer  WWII,  Gracie  Fields  returned  on  stage  in  the  UK  for  the  first  Ɵme  here  in  Champness  Hall.  This  concert  was  'Our  Gracie's  
Working  Party'  and  was  recorded  live  on  July  23rd  1947  by  the  BBC.  This  event  symbolises  Gracie’s  “rehabilitaƟon”. 

AlternaƟve  text  proposal  (Gracie  Field’s  AppreciaƟon  Society): 

From  circa  1902  to  1910.  Gracie  also  sang  outside  the  theatrical  boarding  house  on  Baron  Street  and  it  was  outside  here  that  
she  was  first  noƟced  by  a  professional  tour  manager.  This  is  the  address  the  family  are  known  to  have  lived  at  for  the  longest  
amount  of  Ɵme.   



45  Kenion  Street 

Proposed  new  blue  plaque  (Gracie  Field’s  AppreciaƟon  Society): 

The  Stansfield  family  lived  here  (1911  census) 

16  Huhjtrede    Street 

Proposed  new  blue  plaque  (Gracie  Field’s  AppreciaƟon  Society): 

This  is  where  the  Stansfield  family  were  living  from  around  1914  and  it  was  the  address  given  on  Gracie's  first  professional  
contracts  as  a  performer.   



Wet  Rake  Gardens,  facing  the  former  Rialto  cinema 

Built   on   Drake   Street   in   August   1928,   The   Rialto   was  
enƟrely  built  and  furnished  by  local  firms.  It  was  located  
at   the   juncƟon  of  Milnrow  Road  and  Drake  Street,   fac-­‐
ing  Wet   rake   Gardens   and   possessed   1874   seats.   The  
Rialto  was   taken   over   by   the   Rank  OrganisaƟon   in   the  
1950s  and  renamed  Odeon.  It  finally  closed  in  1975  and  
was  demolished   in  1981  aŌer   several   years  of   vacancy  
(fire  damaged  the  cinema  which  was  not  restored).  The  
25TH   August   1928   the   cinema  opened   and  Miss   Gracie  
Fields  took  part  of  the  opening  performance  the  week  it  
opened.   This   garden   is   located   close   to   Molesworth  
Street,  the  birthplace  of  Gracie  Fields. 

4.  COMMEMORATIVE  STONE  /  STATUE 

Smith  Street  square 

The  square  adjacent  to  the  new  town  centre  Metrolink  
stop  is  a  potenƟal  locaƟon  for  a  commemoraƟve  stone/
statue.  The  area  has  a  reasonable  size  to  accommodate  
a  statue,  but  most  importantly  is  a  gateway  to  the  town  
centre.  The  creaƟon  of  a  Gracie  Fields  statue  would  be  
appreciated  by  the  locals  and  visible  by  the  commuters.  
To  Ɵe  in  with  the  ‘modern’  character  of  the  site,  a  con-­‐
temporary  design  can  be  preferred.   

Rialto  cinema,  1940s 

Smith  Street 


